Kawasaki Petcocks

By Mark Shively

Kawasaki installed vacuum petcocks on a couple model years of early Ninja's with an off position on the petcock dial. They were not gravity fed petcocks. Blame it on supply and manufacturing costs, if you will.
 

Kawasaki's replacement petcock for various year/model vacuum petcocks is a gravity type petcock from the old KZ900's:  part #51023-057. If you can find a new vacuum type in a dealer's parts bin you're in business. You can not order certain Kaw vacuum petcocks any longer. Fortunately for us, Kaw parts interchange well.

 

Vacuum petcocks can "stick open" when defective. When stuck open, they perform like a gravity fed petcock in the “ON” position and may cause leaking as such. 

 

The amount of fuel in a tank is irrelevant to the pressure of the fuel on the float valves. Fuel head pressure from the tank, thru the lines, to the valves remains constant. If not, at what pressures or capacity of fluids do the floats then fail, or hoses and fittings fail? 
The pressure of gravity itself is enough to cause floats to wear. Fuel contamination may cause fuel to free flow past the valve and out the shortest path of resistance, usually the overflow tubes. 
When flow doesn't meet demand, fuel flows through the next path in the chain. Usually, fuel flow travels up thru the main emulsion tower/main jet to the carburetor Venturi and depending on angle, fuel flows to the air box or to the cylinders, or both.

 

Most air boxes have drain holes and/or a drain tube and catch container for the collected regursion of oil/gas/sludge. The drain hose may be capped. Draining may be part of routine maintenance. These tubes are often “loaded” and create an unpleasant experience for the unsuspecting person performing service.

 

