Removing Bearings (welding technique)

I read with interest the story Richard Sulik gave about his trials and tribulations with wheel bearing removal on his restoration. (See Richard's story "CB77 Rear Hub Bearings - An Amusing Saga" on the Articles Page) 

A simple and effective way of removing these bearings is as follows: acquire a large steel bolt, preferably one that is an interference fit in the hole of the bearing where the axle goes. Tack weld this in place then hammer it out from the other side with a suitable punch/drift. The sleeve then falls out and the other bearing can be easily accessed. Get a long bolt so you can cut the bearing from it and re-use it several times. I've used this technique successfully for several years and note that the application of heat whilst welding seems to loosen things up as well. Hope this helps other members. 
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