Troubleshooting:

Is the engine missing, running on one cylinder, and getting spark?
Here’s a story of one man’s engine problem and fix.

I stripped the carbs, took them apart and cleaned them thoroughly. The task I didn’t like was that everything inside looked clean to begin with. On went the carbs and about a week later the miss came back. 

A little lost at this point and almost as an afterthought, I took the fuel hose off at the point it enters the carb. There is a brass nipple that protrudes from the carb that the gas hose goes on. I then shot a spray of Gumout carburetor cleaner (this was a spot I did not hit during the first cleaning when they were off) into that nipple. A reddish sludge ran down the side of the engine. I could hardly believe my eyes at the sight and the amount. 

What had happened was during storage while this bike sat in the garage the previous owner must not have treated the gas and did not keep the tank full. Rust developed at the bottom of the tank where the fuel is drawn from. The rust broke down into superfine particles that passed through the tank’s filter and started building up in the area described above. At some point it would close off fuel flow and the bowl would empty, starving the bike for gas. By stopping, I allowed the bowl to fill up again and the float needle would punch a small hole in the sludge just so the process could start all over again. 

I took the tank off, drained the gas, removed the fuel sensor and the petcock valve, sealed the holes with some sheet metal using the original screws, and poured in as much and as many rust dissolving liquids (Naval Gel etc.) as I could. I let things sit a week, during which time I shook the tank frequently. I then emptied the brew and blasted it with a garden hose. Lots of rust flakes spilled out. I blew the tank dry with a shop vac for a good half hour and put everything back together. I haven’t had that problem since. 

If you have an older bike or one that may have been improperly stored, rust could have developed in the system and you may someday experience the same thing as I did. Look for it. A lot of time and aggravation could be saved.
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